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Synopsis

The New Structural Social Work reveals the shortcomings of conventional social work, which
accepts and participates in the present social order rather than addressing the systemic social
problems that exist within capitalist societies. Mullaly advocates for a progressive view of social
work that is practiced within the social agency, outside of the agency, and within the personal lives

of structural social workers.

Book Information

Paperback: 398 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 3 edition (November 9, 2006)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0195419065

ISBN-13: 978-0195419061

Product Dimensions: 8.9 x 0.9 x 6.9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.4 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (4 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #357,789 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #53 inA Books > Politics & Social
Sciences > Sociology > Social Theory #840 inA Books > Textbooks > Social Sciences > Political
Science > Public Policy #951 inA Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Politics & Government >

Public Affairs & Policy > Social Services & Welfare

Customer Reviews

| was expecting this to be the average, boring textbook;however, | was happily surprised to discover
that the author had a very different perspective than my other textbooks. Mullaly espouses a

progressive conception of social work that | personally found refreshing.

Mullaly provides a great overview about political ideologies, which he terms ’paradigms’, as well as
creating a picture of what social work practice would look like within that particular paradigm. | can
really appreciate the comprehensive overview. | also admire Mullaly’s commitment to a progressive
form of social work practice. Painting a picture of social work research and practice that is mindful of
social injustice is helpful for the up and coming practitioner and scholar. However, the content of this
book and the argument that the author makes is detracted from by his own bias and antipathy
toward ideology other than his own. This book was not a presentation of differing viewpoints, but

rather a scathing criticism of conservatism and liberalism toward the promotion of social democratic



and Marxism. Overall, the book is a good read, but | doubt it should be read as an MSW policy text
without a supplemental text to provide a better-rounded comparison of ideologies and policy
practice arena. Social work professionals are educated to be critical thinkers - offering this text
alone to students would not provide them with a comprehensive ’picture’ of social policy, thereby

inhibiting critical analysis of the current policy practice environment.

This item is required for my MSW program and This was a great price to pay for this colledge

textbook.

This book arrived just in time for class and is in great shape.Wonderful!
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